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The Historical Writing on Emperor Gengshi and Its Reason

Fan Pengwei
(College of History and Culture, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’ an Shaanxi 710119, China)

Abstract ; Most of the history of Emperor Gengshi seen by the later generations was based on The Records of
Han Dynasty in Dongguan. The regime of Emperor Gengshi replaced the regime of Wangmang , which had a
certain appeal. Most people at that time recognized its legitimacy. However, as the official history book of the
Eastern Han Dynasty, The Records of Han Dynasty in Dongguan had to defend the history on Emperor Guang-
wu’s betrayal of Emperor Gengshi, and thus had much derogation of the Emperor Gengshi and his regime,
which was inherited by various history books on the Eastern Han Dynasty to varying degrees. Zhang Heng, Fan
Ye and others held different positions from the official history book of the Eastern Han Dynasty on the issues of
whether to use the title of the Genshi period, whether to write the primary chronicle of Emperor Gengshi, and
whether to use the Zhengshuo( IE#) of Genshi regime. Through the analysis of different views, the sorting of
historical events behind the dissenting opinions, and the investigation of the bad image of Emperor Gengshi in
history books, we can know that the history of Emperor Gengshi was "written" by the court of the Eastern Han
Dynasty.

Keywords : Emperor Gengshi; Emperor Guangwu ; historical writing; the Eastern Han Dynasty; The Records of

Han Dynasty in Dongguan
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