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The Generalization of Buddhist Knowledge and the Compilation of
Poems in Song Dynasty

Zuo Fusheng
(Editing and Publishing Center, Chongging Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract ; The generalization of Buddhist knowledge refers to the process of classifying and arranging Buddhist
subjects according to their nature after they are introduced into the system of related books. The period of Tang
and Song dynasties was a concentrated period of Buddhism categorization. The classification of Buddhist sub-
ject matter in such books showed a gradual trend, from few to many, from coarse to fine, reflecting people’ s
systematic grasp of Buddhist knowledge and detailed construction of their internal subject matter. There is a
close coupling relationship between the two. The classification of Buddhist poems and texts is especially influ-
enced by the classification of Buddhist poems and texts, which makes them separate and integrate in the dual
dimensions of style and subject matter, and forms many types of Buddhist literature. Among them, temple po-
etry is the typical result of the compilation. The establishment of this category first lies in the stereotyping of
“temple” in the knowledge classification of Buddhism, and constructs the initial form of “temple poetry” in
the collection of poetry, and the prosperity of temple “literature field” and the flourishing of temple inscrip-
tions laid a solid foundation for it.

Keywords: Buddhism; generalization; reference books from various sources; anthology of poems;

Monastic poetry
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