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Etiquette Convenient for Dealing with Things
—On Shangyang’ s Ideas about Etiquette

Liu Li
(Social Sciences Journal, Editing and Publishing Center, Chongqing Normal University, Chongging 401331, China)

Abstract; Shang Yang is the representative of the legalism in the early stage, but he has the attitude of
“changing” rather than “rejecting” toward the rites of Zhou. Based on the “etiquette convenient for dealing
with things” , Shang Yang proposed that “punishment without class” replace “punishment doesn’ t include the
senior officials in feudal China” ; the rank of nobility of military exploit substitute the system of enfeoffment on
account of blood relationship patriarchal clan system of the Western Zhou Dynasty. Shang Yang also praised
highly the combination of farming and war, and rejected literature and study abroad. Shang Yang’s political
reform in Qin actually is the innovation of “the combination of law and etiquette”.

Keywords : Shang Yang; combination of law and etiquette; changing etiquette
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