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Acoustic Narrative Study on The Tell-Tale Heart

Zhou Zhigao
(Foreign Languages School, Jiujiang University, Jiujiang Jiangxi 332005, China)

Abstract: There is a popular belief among scholars home and abroad that The Tell-Tale Heart is one of Poe’ s
Gothic horror short stories, lack of ethical care and full of unreliable narration. From the perspective of
acoustic narrative, we can find that this short story is full of acoustic images, the key events are connected with
auditory sense, and the author constructs “acoustic space” , larger than “visual space” in story world. Seen
from the perspective of possible—world theory, the soundscape therein has its own inherent logicality and au-
thenticity. In this way, when we regard the narrator “I” as a real person in textual real world, we can better
interpret ethical significance of the text. The fuzzification of the identities of the narrator “1” and the old man
makes the ethical criticism of the short story even more universally meaningful. The narrator “1”’ s auditory
hallucination makes his murder exposed, which reveals the correct ethical positioning of the text and keeps in
accordance with the reading expectation of interpretation community

Keywords : The Tell-Tale Heart; narrative perspective; acoustic narrative; ethical interpretation
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