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On a Stirring “Charm” in Insult: a Comparative Study of the Two “Lover-Like

Characters” of Defoe’ s Roxana and Chen Yinke’s Liu Rushi

Fei Xiaoping
(College of Foreign Languages and Literature, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract It is assumed that there must have been some resemblance between the “lover—like character” of
Roxana Daniel Defoe created in the novel Roxana (1724 ) and the “lover—like character” of Liu Rushi Chen
Yinke did in the biographical literature work The Anecdotal Biography of Liu Rushi (1953-1963). Both each
maintain a stirring “charm” in insult that carries natural endowment and unusual talent and insight. The two
heroines possess surpassing intelligence, stress personal emotions and loyalty accompanied by a “thanks -
giving” consciousness, and challenge male’ s dominance as well. However, as they were born out of different
cultural contexts , there must have been some differences in their motivations; (1) Roxana’ s surpassing
intelligence is implied in a strong sense of commodity economy while Liu Rushi’s is in a genuine love towards
the opposite ; (2) Roxana’ s stress of emotions and loyalty is hidden in pragmatism and money while Liu Rushi’
s is in humanitarianism emphasizing the power of people and de —emphasizing the power of emperor; (3)
Roxana’ s challenge towards male serves the purpose of earning money in the name of liberty while in man’ s
fashion Liu Rushi’s serves that of worshipping Mr. Qian Muzhai. Overall, to make a comparative study of the
two heroines out of Western and Chinese cultures is sure to be of much academic value to the 18" century
English novel studies, the modern Chinese biographical literature studies and the parallel study of comparative
literature.
Keywords: a stirring “charm” in insult; Defoe’ s Roxana; ChenYinke’ s Liu Rushi; the “lover — like
character” ; the 18" century English novel studies; modern Chinese biographical literature

studies; parallel study of comparative literature
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