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The “Cute” and “Torturing” Traits of Campus Catchwords in Middle Schools

Chen Faming
(College of Arts, Chongging Normal University ,Chongqing401331, China)

Abstract; Campus catchwords are the logo of adolescent culture and mentality, which has not caught ample
attention from academe, thus resulting in superficial research and quotation data. A variety of factors , which
include the ACGN culture abroad, information technology, only—child phenomenon specially in China, unique
campus culture, promote the “cute” and “torturing” times of contemporary campus catchwords. Vocabulary
with “cute” and “torturing” traits are of a large number, with various parts of speech, frequently appearing in
oral communication, which can be freely coined and meant for defamiliarization. “Being cute” could mean
acting cute and being soothing, could mean self—indulgent imagination and naive innocence. , could mean
colorful adolescent life. “Being torturing” could mean self—torturing or abuse of others, could mean physical
or mental torture, could mean deriding appearance and dignity, could mean laughing at mentality and EQ,
could mean complaint of the world. With distinctive value orientation, various attitudes toward life and a large
database, these catchwords are instrumental to campus construction, ideological work wtih students and
curricula development.

Keywords : campus catchword; cute; torturing
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