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The Special Role of Shangji Envoys in the Central and Local
Binary Political Landscape in Han Dynasty

Li Si  Pan Hongli
(Biquan Academy of Classical Learning, Xiangtan University, Hunan Xiangtan 411105, China )

Abstract : The mission of shangji from local to the central in Han Dynasty was accomplished by shangji envoys,
who played a very important role in the central and local binary political landscape. The identity of these
envoys had some difference in Western Han and Eastern Han Dynasties. They both had to perform some
routine mission special missions. The complex relationship between shangji envoys and officials probably
reflected more dark side in the administrative operation and political culture.

Keywords : Western Han and Eastern Han Dynasties; shangji; envoys; administrative operation; political cul-

ture
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