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The Ornamentation of the Bronze Sword and the

Construction of the Etiquette Civilization in Yue

Fan Sen

(' College of History and Society, Chongging Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China )

Abstract ; There is a unique phenomenon of the ornamentation, with characters drawing in the crossguard of
Yue sword, i.e., the animal face and the King’s name of Yue are cast together on the sword. This special
decorative style is not only a simple totem worship, but also reflects the inheritance relationship between the
Yue culture and the ancient Liangzhu civilization. It is the intention of the Yue aristocratic rulers to seek
civilized psychological identity, reflecting the relationship between politics and religion in the construction of
etiquette civilization in Yue, which is a typical characteristic of the function of the pre—Qin bronze sword.

Keywords : bronze sword ornamentation; Yue; etiquette civilization; taotie design; political-religious relation-

ship
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