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From Challenge to Compromise: the Relationship between the

Embodied Cognitive Approach and Modern Philosophy

Li Lili' Ji Qiwei’ Liu Yunquan®’
(1. College of Educational Science, Xinjiang Normal University, Urumugi 830017
2. School of Marxism, Harbin University of Science And Technology, Harbin 150080 ;
3. Students’ Affairs Division, Harbin University of Science And Technology, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract; The embodied approach in cognitive science asserted that it challenged the traditional
epistemological philosophy on some critical points and its method. In the matter of point of views, the
advocators deemed that there were two extreme inclinations of the traditional philosophy on the origination of
cognition, realism and idealism. They said that these two exireme standpoints were all derived from the
inclination to seek for a stable cognitive ground which began with Descartes. It was influenced similarly by
Descartes that the mainstream of western traditional philosophy regarded mind as disembodied. But recently,
the conclusion drew by cognitive science indicated that mind is embodied. In the matter of method, the
advocators of the embodied approach showed together a kind of depreciation and defiance of the philosophical
meditation which was the method of all philosophy as well as modern philosophy. However, the criticisms on
philosophy by the embodied cognitive approach were denied as it had grown. For one thing, the assertions of
the embodied cognitive approach were mainly inspired by the embodiment thought in modern philosophy, and
for the other, its chauvinism on methodology fade away as the advocators of the embodied cognitive approach
made a further understanding of phenomenology.

Keywords: the embodied cognitive approach; modern philosophy; contemporary philosophy; the

embodiment thought
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