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The Passage and Inheritance of History: The Image of ''Modern New Gentry' in

the Local Novels of the New Century

Liao Bin

(College of Humanities, FuJian WuYi University, FuJian WuYiShan 354300, China)

Abstract: The "modern new gentry" in the local novels of the new century is the image of " modern son" and
"new man" which passes through the modern history, inherits the blood of the country gentry and saints, and
grows up with the image of "modern son" and "new man". They continue to follow the figures of the gentry—
the saints—the modern new squire, with the significance of inheriting the past; In the rural governance, the
modern Xinxiang gentry symbolizes the new quality of the new era: serving the people, selfless dedication to
the public, negotiation of democratic politics, and so on. In the process of rural rejuvenation, how to settle the
"modern new squire" spontaneously appeared in the countryside and give them "legitimacy" , and enlist them
to enter the rural modernization construction, is a question worth thinking about.

Keywords : new century; rural novels; new country gentlemen; figure
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