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Evolution of Du’s Poetics from the Perspective of Old and

New Poetry——Focusing on Wu Fangji’s Du’s Poetics

Ma Xu

(Research Institution of Literature, Chinese Academy of Social Science, Beijingl0002, China)

Abstract; Wu Fangji was an important educator and poet in the Republic of China. At the time of the
alternation of old and new cultures, Wu Fangji Du’s poetic research has its own methods and contents. Wu
Fangji studied Du’s poems by using the traditional method of knowing people and discussing the world, not
simply by examining the background of Du’s poems, but by fully combining the background of each poem, the
social environment and the poet’s life experience. In the artistic techniques of Du’s poems, Wu Fangji praised
Du’s dictionary, reduplication and sentence refinement, and advocated a return to the traditional view of
poetry. Wu Fangji highly agrees with Du Fu’s patriotic thought and takes Du Fu’s patriotic thought as an edu-
cational tool to impart to his students. Wu Fangji’s study of Du’s poetry inherits and develops the excellent
tradition of Chinese culture. His esteem of Du’s poetry is actually the inheritance and evolution of Chinese
standard culture and national literature and art in the alternation of old and new poetry.

Keywords : Wu Fangji; Du’s poetics; new and old poetry; traditional Chinese culture
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