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Study on Clay Sealing and the Palaces of Qin Dynasty

Xu Weimin
(College of Cultural Heritage, Northwest University, Shaanxi Xi‘an 710069, China)

Abstract; Clay sealing , also known as mud seal, is to press the seal onto the mud,which used as a voucher
for physical and wooden envelopes and is one of the confidential measures for the transmission of documents at
the time. It was used from the Warring States to the Han and Wei Dynasties. After the Jin Dynasty, paper and
silk gradually replaced bamboo, the once letter communication material, the mud sealing was no longer used
since then. There are very few records about clay sealing of Qin Dynasty in the literature. In the 1990s, a
large amount of clay sealing of Qin were unearthed at the site of Han Chang’an City in the northwest suburbs of
Xi‘an, and many of the seals were about the palaces of Qin. This provides us with rare first—hand information
for the study on Qin’s Palace Court.

Keywords : clay sealing of Qin Dynasty; Qin’s Palace; garden
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