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A Study of the Connotation of Taiyi in the Pre—Qin and Qin-Han Dynasties

Lian Chao
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan Hubei 430072, China)

Abstract: The Taiyi word, the handed down literature and the unearthed documents are well documented.
Taiyi’s nature and connotation, different literatures have different records. Looking at the literature records and
related research results, Taiyi’s connotation can be divided into three aspects: one is the philosophical concept
of Taiyi; the second is the religious concept of Taiyi; the third is the astrological concept of Taiyi. In the pre—
Qin period, Taiyi’s philosophical concept was more; in the Han Dynasty, Taiyi’s religious connotation was
more prominent, it was the supreme god of the state sacrifice and at the same time had other connotations.
This aspect illustrates the universalization of Taiyi’s beliefs, and also shows that there is a process of mixing
and differentiation in the development of Taiyi’s connotation.

Keywords : pre—Qin and Qin—Han Dynasties; Taiyi; documentary record; connotation change
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