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The Discovery, Research and Prospect of Han Dynasty Portraits in Chongqing

Fan Peng' Zou Houxi’
(1. Chongqing Cultural Heritage Research Institute, Chongging 400013 ;
2. College of History and Society, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract ; After years of accumulation of archaeological work, abundant remains of Han Dynasty portraits have
been found in Chongqing. There are mainly three types of carriers: one is the portrait of the sarcophagus
(including the hanging coffins) , gilt copper coffins and other burial tools; the second is the portrait stone,
portrait brick, cliff tomb wall and other burial body; the third is the stone statues and inscriptions. From the
territory, they are basically distributed along Yangtze River, Jialing River main stream and its tributaries along
the coast. On the picture production, plane bas—relief reduction is the main technique. On the basically con-
vergence of the subject and content, Phoenix bird, Fuxi Nvwa(a goddess in Chinese mythology) or Queen
Mother of the West formed the fixed combination, and reflected the thought of seeking immortals of this period.
At present, the discovery and research of portraits in Han Dynasty in Chongqing are deficient in the system of
archaeological work, insufficient publication of archaeological materials and obvious limitations of research. It
is looking forward to the higher level of space—time combing and research.

Keywords : Chongqing; Han Dynasty portraits; geographical distribution; subject and content
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