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Study on the Versions and Art of the Tanci about Meng Jiangnv
—the Lithographic Drawing Story of Meng Jiangnv in Search of Her Husband Far Away

Ni Jinyan
(College of Literature, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050024, China)
Abstract: Tanci about Meng Jiangnv is one of the indispensable forms of arts in the spreading of Meng
Jiangnv’ s story. There are a total of seven versions of the story. It has the highest artistic value of lithographic
Drawing Story of Meng Jiangnv in Search of her Husband Far Away by Wenyi Bookstore of Shanghai in the
sixth year of Republic of China (1917). The book created many characters such as pawns, hawkers, small re-
tailers, servants, prostitutes and thieves. It vividly outlines the life of brilliant times in Jiangnan, expands the
social expansibility shown in Meng Jiangnu’ s legend. From the perspective of narrative art, it has a soft and
delicate text, a "scratch" that adds fun and humor, a " Bushu" to expand the plot and improve the twists and

n

turns, and firmly grasp the audience’s " Guanzi" and the actor’s "role" performance.

Keywords : Meng Jiangnv Tanci; Drawing Story of Meng Jiangnv in Search of her Husband Far Away; group of

people ; narrative art
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