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British Industrialization during the Eighteenth Century in Perspective of “ Aristocratic

Waterways” ;. a Study on the Aristocratic Effect of Economic Transformation

Zhang Xunshi
(College of History and Society, Chongging Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract: There was an overall innovation of inland waterways during the 18th century in Britain, and many
constructions were led by aristocracy. As a result, it has brought a lot of benefits to the start of British industri-
alization. Their early constructions have greatly supported industrialization and city development in the north
and guaranteed the growth of industry. Late on, much has been invested in canal construction with the
initiatives of aristocrats, and industry and trade have been on the rise due to it. In the second half of the 18th
century, aristocracy built a lot of ports and docks, which composed of a modern transportation system along
with rivers and canals. It, therefore, became the British domestic industry’ s major transportation platform.
The aristocratic participation stemmed from profit—making purposes, but it promoted its overall economic trans-
formation and laid the foundation for Britain to take the lead in industrial civilization.

Keywords :the eighteenth century; Britain; waterway transport; aristocracy; industry
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