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Lawyers Group and “Judicial Darwinism” in the Gilded Age of the United States

Wang Shengtuan Meng Ying
(College of History and Society, Chongging Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract; In the Gilded Age, the Supreme Court of the United States protected the strong and suppressed the
weak in the trials of some economic cases. This phenomenon was regarded as “judicial Darwinism” by
scholars. The scholars atiributed the cause to the rising of legal formalism and conservative supreme judges.
However, lawyers assumed an important role in the development of the society in American history. Due of the
complexity of the economic development of industrialization age, highlighted the important role of the lawyer.
They not only were the alliance of the judges, but also were employees of the company; beside that reasons,
lawyer’ s judicial ideas were influenced by Herbert Spencer and Thomas Cooley, and they became the
important force in the prevailing of “judicial Darwinism”.

Keywords : the United States; the Gilded Age; lawyer group; judicial Darwinism
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