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Shu Suntong” System of Rites and Music of ''the Ceremony when an Ancient

Emperor Come to Court'' and the Remolding of the Emperor System

Liu Li  Li Shuo
(1. The Editorial Office of Academic Journal, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 401331}
2. College of History and Society, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract ; In the early years of the Han Dynasty, when the empire was just beginning to be established. The
ministers got drunk and competed with each other for fame, so they drew their swords and beat the pillar of the
court arrogantly. Han Gaozu was the emperor of the Western Han Dynasty and he was very worried about this
chaotic phenomena. To explore Han Gaozu’s anxiety, we may find that, on one hand, it lies in the disorder of
the emperor and ministers. On the other hand, the western Han dynasty was founded by a group of commoners
led by Liu Bang and the regime lacked traditional legitimacy. Shu Suntong made the regulation of rites and
music with etiquette rules as the core. It not only maintained the dignity of the emperor and the obedience of
his ministers, but also gave the western Han regime the legitimacy of orthodox status. And Shu Suntong
established a tradition of rule which is distinct from the tyranny of the Qin Dynasty. This is of great significance
to the social restructuring and stability in the early Han Dynasty.

Keywords ; Shu Suntong; the ceremony when an ancient emperor come to court; the system of rites and music;

the high status of the emperor

[ DAL et ]

- 32 .



