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ESICE

The Adjustment of County-level Administrative Areas Carried out by the Nationalist
Government during the Period of Comprehensive Anti—Japanese War

—An Investigation Centered on the 11th District Office of Sichuan Province

He Kai
(College of History and Society, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract:In the early 1940s, for the implementation of the " new county system" needs, the nationalist
government began a large—scale restructuring of county—level administrative areas. The Sichuan provincial gov-
ernment issued a directive on March 11, 1941, confirming that the office of the administrative supervision
commissioner of the 11th district of Sichuan province had approved a total of 44 regions that should be adjusted
in each county, accounting for about 15.3% of the total number of county —level administrative regions
approved and adjusted by the Sichuan provincial government during this period. After sorting out and analyzing
the related historical facts, it is not difficult to see that the adjustment of county—level administrative district at
that time has several remarkable characteristics. First, the adjustment of county—level administrative district is
mainly aimed at the " flower arrangement", " enclave" and " embedded land" in the border area of two
counties. Secondly, the adjustment of county —level government and district resulted in many disputes.
Furthermore , there are complex and diversified interest games among various interest subjects in the process of
the adjustment of county —level administrative areas. Despite repeated urging and enforcing by the Sichuan
provincial government, the implementation of county —level administrative district adjustment in all counties
was not effective. As the rear area of Anti — Japanese War and the base for national rejuvenation, the
adjustment of county —level administrative areas carried out by the nationalist government in Sichuan is
representative to some extent.
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