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Thinking about Being. From the Interpretation of Linguistic Meaning or

from Analyzing the Structure of Dasein

Fu Feixiong Li Mingrui
(College of Arts, Chongging Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract: For Paul Ricoeur, a well-known contemporary French philosopher, whether the questioning of the
meaning of existence starts from the interpretation of linguistic meaning or from the analysis of Dasein, it is not
a matter of either this or that. It is his basic thinking style to pay full attention to the dialectics of various
viewpoints that may be adopted. Facing the limitations of Heidegger’s “direct ontology” which cannot provide
a methodology for reaching to existence, he insisted on “interrogating” the idea of existence from the
interpretation of linguistic meaning. However, the revolutionary horizon that Heidegger opened in analyzing the
structure of Dasein, undoubtedly made him fully realize that hermeneutic philosophy does not have to start from
“linguisticity” , but must first clarify what comes to language. Therefore, Heidegger’s ontology has not only
become his horizon of paying close attention to things that precedes language and comes to language, but also
the ultimate goal of his circuitous approach to existence from the interpretation of language meaning.

Keywords : method ; horizon; language; dasein; conscious act
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