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An Analysis of the Academic Turn of Contemporary Chinese Mythology Research

Xiao Lingling'?  Wang Xiaohua’
(1. College of Marxism, Sichuan International Studies University, Chongqing 400031 ;
2. College of History and Society, Chongging Normal University, Chongging 400047 ;
3. Chongging Furen Middle School, Chongging 400060, China)

Abstract ; Originating from the study of ancient history and folklore, Chinese mythology once experienced folk
literature and ethnic investigation, and participated in the new enlightenment and ideological liberation of
China in the new era. Since the 21st century, Chinese mythology has entered a new stage of comprehensive re-
flection and innovation. Scholars put forward a series of innovative propositions and research approaches
through examining the basic definition and research paradigms of mythology, exploring the value and function
of mythology, and thinking about how to transform mythological resources creatively in the contemporary era.
This paper sorts out three main academic problems about current mythology research; the anthropology turn of
mythology, the mythicism of “towards the present" and the creative transformation of mythology resources,
which aims to clarify the innovative and development of contemporary mythology in research perspectives,
research paths, research content and methods. This series of innovative research turns has brought a strong
impact on the original research pattern of Chinese mythology, which has the significance of knowledge innova-
tion.

Keywords ; Chinese mythology ; mythology ; academic turn
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