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A New Discussion on the Campaign of Educated Young

Women Joining the Army during the Anti—Japanese War

Song Qinghong Cao Feng
(School of Marxism, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China)

Abstract; In the autumn of 1944 | the National Government of the Republic of China launched a campaign for
educated young women to enlist in the army. It was said that it was the responsibility of the educated young
women to kill the enemy and serve the country. They broke through the traditional barriers and fetters, actively
joined the army. The campaign of educated young women joining the army had a broad social impact. It had
aroused a heated discussion among all circles of the society about whether the educated young women had the
ability to join the army, the criteria of joining the army and their service scope. The campaign effectively
promoted the basic concepts of women’s military service and equality between men and women. It provided a

new stage and opportunity for women to join the army in politics and social professions. It was also changing
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