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The Space of Operatic Circle in Maxine Hong Kingston’s Novel

Chen Furui
(College of Liberal Arts, Chongging Normal University, Chongging 400047, China)

Abstract: The operatic circle in the west is a cultural space shaped by Maxine Hong Kingston in her novel
Tripmaster Monkey—His Fake Book, which subsumes the oriental operatic circle into an American cultural
context to construct a multicultural community. In his wanderings through the United States, Wittman Ah Sing
creates an open and postmodern theatre by progressively assembling various collaborators. In the western
operatic circle, Ah Sing seeks to reclaim the tradition of Chinese—American operatic circle and herein present
American theater; update the traditional concept of theater performance; promote improvisation of writing and
acting ; sing his own voice on stage. Utilizing spatial theories, this paper explores the cultural and political sig-
nificance of the western operatic circle and the creative ideals of the writer.

Keywords : Maxine Hong Kingston; the operatic circle in the west; space; community ; multi—culture
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