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Legacy Writing in the Nineteenth—Century English Novels

Chen Zhen Wang Fengling

(1. College of Foreign Languages, Qinghai Nationalities University, Xining Qinghai 810007 ;

2. Department of Foreign Languages, Changji University, Changji Xinjiang 831100, China)
Abstract ;: In the 19th century, under the impact of social transformation, economic power became the decisive
factor in defining social standing and identity, which aroused a strong sense of legacy among people. Legacy
inheritance as the big concern in society entered English literature of realism, which experienced three stages
from passive acceptance of fate, active struggle and even irrational scheme for legacy, reflecting the
chronological change in people’ s attitude towards legacy and inheritance, in accordance with the three
nineteenth—century literary trends——mild realism in the early period, critic realism in the middle period and
the sensation novel in the relatively later.

Keywords : nineteenth—century English novels;legacy writing ;legacy attitude ; literary expression jsocial change
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