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A Semantic Map Explanation of Demonstratives in Chinese Dialects

Xue Hongwu Yan Mengyue
(College of Liberal Arts, Chongging Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract; The demonstratives in Chinese dialects are a types of multifunctional morphemes which denote
several of meaning or functions, such as deictic, definite, text deixis, etc. Their typological performances can
be explained by demonstrative conceptual space and semantic maps. Chinese classifiers denoting definite and
indefinite articles simultaneously are a types of isomorphism caused by deletions of the demonstrative or “one”
in constructions “ demonstrative/one + classifier”. The demonstratives in dialects are of several different
syntactic categories and are accompanied by phonetic weakening, such as synaeresis, schwa or intonation neu-

tralization. The structural particle “di” is the phonetic weakening form of demonstrative “zhi” in ancient

v ”

Chinese, and particle “zh&” is another grapheme of “zhi” , they are all demonstratives and are of the same

source.

Keywords : multifunctional demonstratives; dialects; semantic maps; deletion
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