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“Seeking for Truth” and “Opening up the Wisdom of People”
—An Observation of the Media Literacy of Modern Chinese Newspapers from the
Perspective of “Yang Naiwu Case” which Reported by Shun Pao

Tang Chunsheng Wu Huan
(College of History and Society, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract; Shun Pao is the longest lasting and most influential newspaper in modern China. Not long after its
publication, it followed up the case of Yang Naiwu for more than three years. In the process of reporting this
case, Shun Pao always adheres to the reporting principles of “truthfulness” and “endless coverage” , which
makes it different from the traditional official newspapers. In addition, Shun Pao revealed and ecriticized the
judicial malpractices and officialdom bad habits exposed in the trial process of “Yang Naiwu case” , which not
only showed its position as a public opinion, but also gave full play to the function of “opening up the wisdom
of the people” of modern newspapers and periodicals, marking the rise of modern Chinese newspapers and pe-
riodicals.
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