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A Study on the Copyright Litigation Case in Modern Chongqing
—Centered on Ba County Archives

Hui Ke
(School of Marxism, Sichuan International Studies University, Chongqing 400031, China)

Abstract : In the early 20th century, Chongqging City had a puzzling Chinese and foreign copyright lawsuit. The
plaintiff was the Christian literature society China, suing the bookstores in Chongqing City for selling pirated
copies of their books. The British Consul General asked the Governor of Sichuan to deal with it seriously. The
county of Ba County was responsible for the trial of the case. After the trial, it was found that there was no
piracy, but there was selling. The bookseller finally accepted the penalty of fine. Dramatically, the book
industry guild is a decision maker. The penalties were not paid to the plaintiff , but to the local cause of
Chongqing. Combined with the background of the times, behind the reflection of unusual phenomena, it is
implied that the game and compromise of Chinese and foreign forces, the development of modern Chinese
commerce and the pursuit of local modernization have led to changes in local judicial practice.

Keywords: modern Chongqing; copyright dispute; business group; christian literature society China;

Baxian archives
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