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The Establishment, Development and Refinement of the Peace—Making Marriage

Theory between the Western and Eastern Han Dynasties

Jin Wen
( Department of History, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract; The peace — making marriage policy is presented by Lou Jing in the early Han Dynasty. The
establishment of this policy intends to temporarily compromise and retreat against the intrusion of the Hun for
obtaining a period of peace, which is also the embodiment of the strength between Han and Hun. In the early
Western Han Dynasty, the peace—making marriage policy achieved some results, but it also brought drawbacks
of blindly compromising and conceding to the Huns. When Emperor Wu (157 B. C. — 87 B. C. ) of the Han
Dynasty came to the throne, in order to achieve the grand goal of unification, he launched a large—scale war of
prestige against the Hun. In the middle and later periods of Western Han Dynasty, new developments and
changes in the policy of peace —making marriage had been approached in the transition of national powers
between Han and Hun. One of the most important reforms is to make peace—making marriage policy as a sign
of the Hun’ s submission to the Han. In the long run, the Western Han Dynasty will eventually make the Hun
surrender. The peace—making marriage policy in Eastern Han Dynasty was more advanced, which becoming a
strategic idea of accumulating strength, waiting for opportunities, and reconquering the Hun by force. In the
process of implementation, it has the symbolic significance of national unification, the surrender of the Huns,
and the peaceful and friendly exchanges among Han, Hun and other non—-Han ethnic groups.

Keywords: Lou Jing; the peace — making marriage theory; the Western and Eastern Han Dynasties; Hun;

national relations
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