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Tuli’ s Life From the Excavated Slips in Qin Dynasty

Wen Xia
(Department of Politics and Law, Guangdong University of Education, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510303, China)

Abstract; Tuli is very common from the excavated slips in Qin Dynasty, and even there are few records of the
trading of Tuli. The trade are for the labor force, not personal rights. It is easy to confuse Tuli with Zuo—tu in
the slips. The degree of their servitude is different; Zuotu undertakes lighter while Tuli undertakes heavier
servitude. The heavy labor service in Qin Dynasty was mainly undertaken by Dafu and the lower identities than
it. The corvee labor did not strictly match with the identity in Qin Dynasty, and its distribution of labor was
very flexible. The government combined the labor service system with the rank penalty system closely in order
to achieve the maximum optimization of labor allocation. Tuli were insufficient in the Qin Dynasty, which
leaded to Zuotu undertaking the heavy servitude. Tuli was engaged in productive department, such as ttrans-
portation, wall repair, etc. , and also engaged in unproductive department, such as government servants and
jailers. The government strictly recorded the Tuli’ s birth and death. The Tuli’ s life suppliment were mostly
from themselves,which were a small number of men.

Keywords :the excavated slips in the Qin Dynasty; Tuli;corvee labor
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