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Digital Economy Development and Rural Poverty Alleviation in China .

Mechanism and Empirical Evidence

Wang Yafei Ran Yurong
(College of Economic and Management, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract ; Under the background of the rapid development of digital economy and its gradual penetration into
rural areas and the poor, it is of great practical significance to comprehensively evaluate the poverty alleviation
effect of the development of digital economy for the construction and improvement of the relative poverty
governance system. Based on the linear weighting method, this study measures the digital economy
development index of 30 sample provinces in China from 2010 to 2019, theoretically explains and empirically
tests the impact and effect of digital economy development on rural poverty. The results show that the
development level of China’s digital economy has been steadily improved, but the gap between provinces has
gradually expanded; the development of digital economy has promoted the development of rural poverty based
on the incidence of poverty. With the improvement of digital development level, the poverty reduction effect
shows a weak inverted “U” pattern, which first increases and then gradually decreases; the poverty reduction
effect of digital economy development has regional differences, the eastern region is the strongest, followed by
the central region, and the western region is not significant; the development of digital economy promotes the
upgrading of urban population consumption structure, but has a negative impact on rural residents. The effect
is not significant.

Keywords : digital economy ; rural poverty; incidence of poverty; Engel coefficient; system GMM
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