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Evolution and Symbiosis: Ethical Philosophy and Its Value in Ibsen’s Plays

Wang Jinhuang
(College of Arts, Chongging Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract; From the diachronic and synchronic perspective of human civilization, ITbsen’ s plays always keep
the macroscopic exploration of the ethical proposition. In the process of thinking deeply about the ethical
evolution of the Nordic history, the construction of the ethics of the Norwegian community and the ethical
structural relationship between man and nature, he gradually formed the ethical thoughts of evolution and
symbiosis, both of which originated from his attitude towards life and personal experience, namely, “on the
highland”. The former reveals the historical process of ethical choice made by human beings in different stages
of social development from three aspects of ethical system, institutional ethics and ethical concepts, while
modified and supplemented the social evolution theory prevailing in the 19th century. Centering on the national
ecology of Scandinavia, the latter attempts to outline the universal ideal of sharing rights and mutual spiritual
progress,, while brought forth the western traditional community’ s ethical system, but without escaping from
the inherent modified model of bourgeois intellectuals.

Keywords: Ibsen’s plays; ethical evolution; symbiosis; theory of evolution; the construction of

community ethics
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