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On Yangming’s “Mind is Principle” and “Mind” is not “Principle” .
Rethinking the Relationship between “Mind” and
“Principle” on Account of Epistemology
Li Yujie
( College of History and Society, Chongging Normal University, Chongging 401331, China)

Abstract: The propositions of Yangming’s “mind is principle” and “nothing outside the mind” and “nothing
outside the mind” do not raise the “mind” to the height of ontology that is one with the “principle”, but are
still within the scope of epistemology. The purpose of exploring the relationship between “mind” and
“principle” is to separate the cognitive ability of “mind” into a path that can reach the source of goodness of
“Tianli” and the path down to the “knowledge of daily use” of ordinary people. The conciseness of “Tianli”
cognition. It is the epistemological method of Yangmingxinxue that draws on the Zen Buddhism to “ point
directly to the original mind” , and uses the “mind is principle” proposition to better link the “enlightened”
Dao subject with the “enlightened” object. The scholars, peasants, workers and businessman can more simply
“understand the way” and “understand the truth” , thus opening the Confucian path from “unfavored” to
“distributed 7 to “ sages” from another angle, essentially from moral cultivation and Confucianism
dissemination angle of Zhu Xi’ s “gewuzhizhi” epistemology “{ragmentation” correction. It can be said that
Yangming’ s theory is a typical Chinese ethical cultural context and a unique product of the Confucian
“governance” concept. Only by placing it in the unique context of Chinese culture and philosophy can it
interpret the inner meaning of Wang Yangming’ s theory of the mind.

Keywords : Wang Yangming; “mind is principle” ; “mind” is not “principle” ; ethical context
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