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Qu Sao’ s Study of Confucian Classics in Qing Dynasty and its Significance

Xie Kaimo

(College of literature, Anqing Normal University, Anging Anhui 246011, China )

Abstract ; Li Sao is regarded classics, and Huainan King Liu An has been finished the work, Wang Yi’ Chuci
Zhangju is attached to Qu Sao by the five classics, so Qu Sao is also regarded as classics. Liu Xie’ s view that
Chu Ci was “the hero of Ci Fu”, and people widely accepted that Qu Sao means Ci Fu. But Qu Sao’s inter-
pretation of classics did not stop and reached its peak in Qing Dynasty. Wang Yi first used the method of
“making justice according to the classics” to explain Saozhi, and it underwent concrete and profound changes
in the Qing Dynasty, which promoted the development of Saozhi’ s exposition. Qu Yuan completed his identity
change from literati to confucianist, that is from “literati” in the early Eastern Han Dynasty to “saints” in
Qing Dynasty. At the same time Qu Sao’ s “poem teaching” also changed from “Fengjina”, “Jituo” to “loyal
to the patriotic” formed by Zhu Xi in the Southern Song Dynasty, and also completed “filial piety” in the Qing
Dynasty. And then Qu Sao’s “poem teaching” perfectly matched with the Pentateuch doctrine. Qu Sao’ s in-
terpretation of “discourse on classics” and “style of classics and transcriptions” in the Qing Dynasty
demonstrated Qu Sao’ s position of “combining the six classics” in form. Qu Sao’ s interpretation of classical
classics strengthened the position of Qu Sao and promoted the comprehensive development of Chu Ci in the
Qing Dynasty.

Keywords : Qing Dynasty; Qu Sao; Confucian classics study interpretation; poem teaching
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