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A Historical Study of the Peoples’ Buddhist Faith in Sui Dynasty
—Centered on the Buddhist Statue Inscription

Deng Xinhang' Long Hong’
(1. College of Fine Arts, Chingging Normal University, Chongqing 401331
2. College of Architecture and Town Planning, Chongqing University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract; The buddhist statue inscriptions in Sui Dynasty is the real reflection of group consciousness and
individual awareness. Through the analysis of 203 statue inscriptions, we concluded that the peoples’ buddhist
faith in Sui Dynasty has five outstanding characteristics. First is regional, the peoples’ buddhist faith is mainly
centered in the central plains and the northern areas, especially Shanxi and Hebei, and different regions have
its own distinctive features. Second is diversity, the belief class is broader, most of them are civilians. And
believers’ organizational form is also diversity, family cooperation and consanguinity group are quite common.
Third is concentricity, the popular theme of them are Avalokitesvara, Sakyamuni Buddha, Amitabha, Siwei-
Bodhisattva, Maitreya Buddha and so on. Fourth is family, the core object of the peoples’ prayer is their
family members. At last is the utilitarian, pray is the reflection of the utility of people’ s buddhist faith.
Keywords :the Sui Dynasty; folk; the buddhist faith; statue inscription
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