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Study on the Grammaticalization Path of the Multifunctional

Morpheme “Fa” in Southwest Mandarin

Zhang Chao'?  Lin Huayong
(1. School of Culture and Media, Guizhou Education University, Guizhou Guiyang 550018 ;
2. Department of Chinese, Sun Yat—Sen University, Guangdong Guangzhou 510275, China )

Abstract; According to the literature written by western missionaries hundred years ago and the contemporary
southwest Mandarin spoken case, the fa (%) in southwest mandarin have two grammaticalization paths; 1)
noun ( method ) > affix ( about method ) > auxiliary ( about method ) > auxiliary ( about degree ) > affix ( about
degree ) ;2) affix( about method ) > auxiliary ( about value assessment).

Keywords :fa(1£) in Southwest Mandarin ; multifunctionality ; grammaticalization path
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