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Garrison Soldiers’ Cleansing Sedimentary Sand Work in West of the
Yellow River in Han Dynasty
Wang Zijin
( College of History and Society, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China)

Abstract ; Due to its barren landscape and high frequent sandstorm, west of the yellow river was named “drift
sand” or “desert” since ancient time. Cleansing sedimentary sand, which was mentioned in unearthed Han
bamboo slips, constitute garrison soldiers’ daily duties. These effort sometimes was also recorded as cleansing
land. These information helps illuminate the environmental and geographical status of west of the yellow river
on the Silk Road during the Han Dynasty. Historical records related to cleansing sand have military, ecological
as well as engineering significance.

Keywords: garrison soldiers; cleansing sedimentary sand; cleansing land. ; labor; Silk Roads;

environment; engineering

[ DEAES A X1 ]

- 13 .



