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On the Key Theme and Cultural Value of Ancient Chinese Poems to

Encourage Learning

Cheng Jun Xu Shaohua
(School of Literature, Anhui University of Finance & Economics, Bengbu Anhui 233030, China)

Abstract : As an unique poetic genre in ancient China, encouraging learning poems are a poetic presentation of
Confucian educational and learning thoughts, and are also an important part of the long—standing encouraging
learning culture in ancient China. As a type of poetry categorized by themes, the thematic range of ancient en-
couraging learning poems are relatively concentrated, mainly including three key themes of persuading
“resolving” , persuading “reading hard” and persuading “cherishing time”. Although some encouraging
learning poems preached and promoted utilitarian reading thoughts, which had a certain negative impact on the
ancient reading atmosphere and social atmosphere, in general, the active, healthy and progressive theme and
keynote embodied in the ancient Chinese encouraging learning poems is still worthy of full affirmation. In
Chinese history, encouraging learning poems have had a positive impact on the spread and popularization of
reading and learning ideas of Confucianism and the formation of reading and learning habits of all strata of
Chinese society.
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