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One Body with Many Faces, Different Heat and Cold and Intertwined Memories
—On the Writing of Qingming Festival by Chinese Literati in Wartime

Gao Qiang
(School of Humanities, Southwest Jiaotong University, Chengdu Sichuan 611756, China)

Abstract : Qingming Festival is a traditional festival described by Chinese literati in wartime. During the Anti—
Japanese War, Qingming Festival not only became an occasion to prompt, highlight and strengthen the national
pain of Chinese literati in wartime, but also the phenomenon of no “clear” and no “clear” in Qingming
Festival was further regarded as a powerful means for wartime writers to examine and criticize reality. Unlike
the gloomy scene of Qingming Festival in reality, the Chinese literati in wartime captured and rendered the
beauty of scenery and customs of QQingming Festival in their reminiscence. The bright and beautiful Qingming
Festival in memory is a romanticized image stimulated by the current war disasters and the pain of survival,
and a unique identity maintenance of Chinese literati in wartime. In the early days of the War of Resistance
Against Japan, the National Government had transformed Qingming Festival into a national Tomb —sweeping
festival, but the warm advocacy of the government received a cold response from writers and literati, and even
became the object of ridicule and criticism by writers during the war. The different attitudes of government
officials and literati to the National Tomb Sweeping Festival are the characterization of different social memory
mechanisms. In the final analysis, the meaning of Qingming Festival written by Chinese literati in wartime lies
in the multi—faceted unity, the difference between cold and hot, and the entanglement of memory.

Keywords : Chinese literati in wartime; tomb —sweeping day; the pain of the nation; criticism of reality;

romantic thoughts; memory entanglement
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