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A Study on the Start of “Military Officials” in the Han Dynasty

Jiang Bo Li Yonghong
(College of Biquan, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan Hunan 411105, China)

Abstract ; “ Military Officials” in the pre—Qin period only referred to officers at all levels in the army, and the
main way to get started was military merit. During the Han Dynasty, on the one hand, the generals were
separated from the “Military Officials” , and Xiaowei became the demarcation point between the generals and
the “Military Officials”. On the other hand, in addition to the officers below the lieutenant colonel, the
subordinate officials of the general shogunate and the military officials responsible for military affairs in the
central or local parts are also included in the category of “Military Officials” , many scholars and soldiers
started their careers with this. With the expansion of the “Military Officials” group and the development of the
official selection system, the “Military Officials” in the Han Dynasty had more ways to get started, including
military merit, general or captain appointment, recommendation, imperial court worship, recruitment,
investigation and so on. However, compared with civil officials and later “Military Officials” , the beginning of
the “Military Officials” in the Han Dynasty still retained the system of “giving the first merit” , showing
obvious original characteristics.

Keywords : Han Dynasty; “military officials” ; start career; the way to get started; start an official position
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