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The Evolution of Nation, the Fortune of Water Morality and
Radical Statement of Scholars

—Three Dimensional Analysis of “Everything Depends on Law” in Qin Empire

Liu Li'  Min Tiantian’
(1. The Editorial Office of Academic Journal, Chongging Normal University;
2. College of History and Society, Chongqing Normal University, Chongging 401331, China)

Abstract; The Qin Empire, the first centralized and unified empire in Chinese history, eventually died in the
second generation. In the trend of “criticism of the Qin dynasty” , the torture abuses of the Qin Empire that
“everything depends on the law” were highlichted and criticized. The establishment of the principle of
“everything depends on the law” was the result of three considerations: firstly, the historical development of
the Qin Empire, which became wealthy and strong as a result of the reforms and the emphasis on law, and
finally achieved great unification. Secondly, “the doctrine of five—virtue circulation” , which regarded the Qin
Empire as “water virtue” and the Qin Empire should follow the nature of the “water virtue” , then perform the
government of the “water virtue” in order to “combine the numbers of the five virtues”, thereby obtaining the
mandate of “divine right of kings”. Thirdly, the Qin Empire faced the real political crisis of revenge from the
old nobles of the six kingdoms and the political crisis of the political debate among the scholars of no official.
Keywords: Qin Empire; everything depends on the law; reforms; the fortune of water morality; radical

statement of scholars
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