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Controversy and Construction: Interpretation of Ecological

Curriculum for Intellectual Disability Education

Xu Bo' |Zhang Wenjing ’

(1. College of Teacher Education, Anqing Normal University, Anging Anhui 246011
2. College of Educational Sciences, Chongqing Normal University, Chongging 401331, China)

Abstract ; Ecological curriculum is an important curriculum form emerging in the field of intellectual disability
education in China at the beginning of this century. Its core ideas originated from biological ecology. The com-
mon definitions of this type of curriculum include three basic orientations; environment, students, and curricu-
lum philosophy. Correspondingly, it reflects the basic characteristics of environmental dependence, learner de-
pendence, curriculum concept dependence, and situational system dependence. From the new perspective of
ecological strength, this type of curriculum is a curriculum community composed of many specific curriculum
categories. The environmental ecological analysis curriculum is located in the middle of the ecological chain of
the curriculum community, making it highly representative. Taking the core framework of modernism curricu-
lum theory as the basic reference point and starting from the dimensions of curriculum development mode,
goal, content, organization, implementation and evaluation, a relatively complete theoretical system of this
kind of curriculum can be constructed.

Keywords : intellectual disability education; ecologicalism; curriculum
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